Hayes, William J. 


(Buenaventvra, Colombi a} 


| STARY'S OF TER 
> The Hnglo-Colombian Development Company, 


Limited. RECEIVED 
8, OLD JEWRY, LONDON, E.C. MAR t6 |OI7 8 Be AM 


Febr, 20 th. I9T%, 


BRANCH OFFICES + 
933, BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
ISTMINA, COLOMBIA, 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
“ ANGCOLDEV.” 


es Ren tle Colambiac ata taa 


GOopES USED sete) OM) ee ee ee I SS ae ee Andagay2@, SAIS eMoh eee cae eeeeee 
BROOMHALL IMPERIAL COMBINATION. “ . 
BepForp McNEILL. sea aia 
- 3 
So. America, 


American Museum of Natural History; 
Dear Sirs:- 


Inclose please find sketch of a coin I obtained 
from a native miner in Quibdo, Colombia during the fall 
of I9I5, 

During the peroid when the Spaniards held pessession of 
Colombie, there was considerable mining. Among the wash- 
ings was a metal unknowento thee Spaniards which is know- 
n nowea-days as platinum, After separating the gold, us- 
ing the dry or “blowing” method, thissmetal was either 
east into the streets or thrown through the cracks in tk 
floors of their buildings. : 

A considerable quanity of this metal was discovered in 
Quibdo, which is the captal of the Choco district; the 
result being that th e entire town of some I500 inhab- 
itants was turned into a mine; natives working the stf=" 
reets for the goverment and property owners mining under 
their houses, Cne man to-my knowledge tore down his stor 
-e and recovered enough platinum to rebuild on a larger 
scale and clear $4000 American gold. 

Am some what interestediin the coins unusual (at least 
to me) design and if you could imform me some-thing 
concerning it would be very thankful. 

If it happensste be of any value ‘ivwill gladiy give it 
to the museum, 

Kindly advise me concerning the above and oblige, 


Very Truly Yours, 
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Dear Sir Paes 


foi ih OUR letter to the Awerioan Museum of taturel History has oe 
been turned over to us as we attend to] and care for, all the mother. | 
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of several of the Museums in_New York. ee sw puri 


a ie a We are very much interested in what you say concerning _ 
/ platinum and we can state ‘this,« that, at somnetine during the i ? 
AP 18th century, the ‘Spaniards realized she possibilities of platinua 

be on account od its weight and individuals made counterfeits. of the. am 
gold coins in platinun, gold-plated thei and past them ofertor gold. 
This they could do at a. good ay as: Salis ah as you well no, had” 
Re ga ee) Re known use. sop ap spi | ie | ieee i 
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Ye note that you desire to present the coin you send aut, 
“drawing | of to the Museum and we would be very mach pleased to accept 

' this as: well as any others that you may care to give, both modern and _ 

Ceo + old. Our collection of modern coins is of course, fairly extensive, 


“but we do not claim to have everything and if at any time you pick 
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Ne a up any coin you think might be 2 little scarce and not liable to find 
2 ho ae | its way to this country, we would be pleased to have you communicate 
- = f 
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